
 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
03/09/2022 

 
This Notice is paid by NMHC with HUD funds. 

 
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST A RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
 
Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
Northern Marianas Housing Corporation 
Saipan, MP 96950 Tel: (670) 234-9447/6866 
 
This notice shall satisfy the above-cited two separate but related procedural notification requirements. 
 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 

On or after March 25, 2022, the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands will 
submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington D.C., for the 
release of Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Supplemental 
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act, 2019 P.L. 116-20, enacted on January 27, 2020, announced via 
Federal Register Notice, to undertake the following activity and purposes in Saipan, Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands: 
 
Project Activity/Type:  
Public School System (PSS) Marianas High School (MHS) Career and Technical Center (CTE) construction 
of a new building.  
 
The MHS CTE was damaged by Super Typhoon Yutu around October 2018. The MHS CTE building was 
assessed and evaluated by FEMA representatives and found that the extent of the damage for repair cost 
exceeded beyond 87.5% of the building replacement. Instead of partial repairs of the building, it was 
determined it is more beneficial for the CNMI to construct a new building. 
 
This project is about 50,000 square feet two-storey concrete building. The building will house the following 
programs: The hospitality and tourism training; Automotive technology workshop; Computer and Server 
supporting information technology; Cosmetology classroom and mock-up salon and laboratory space; Health 
science and nursing space with clinic; Dressing room and storage; Music room for performing arts; and 
Commercial teaching kitchen for culinary arts.  
 
Purpose:  
The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) recognizes the requirements provided under 83 FR 
40314 but firmly believes that the eligible activities under CDBG-DR Infrastructure Program are permissible 
and thereby asserts that the PSS MHS CTE is an essential component that trains 600 students annually for 
careers and skills needed in the CNMI economy. The need to fill the technical labor workforce in the CNMI 
begins with the training of skills and knowledge needed for employment. This project ensures the future of 
CNMI workforce consistency and enhancement of individual contribution to the island labor pool.  
  
Location:  
Lot 39 H 01, Susupe Village, Saipan MP 96950 
 
Total Project Cost:  
$6,000,000.00:CDBG-DR funding 
$6,000,000.00: Economic Development Administration (EDA) 
Total Combined Funding: $12,000,000.00 
 
 



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 

The Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands has determined that the above-listed 
projects will have no significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impact 
Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the Environmental Review Record (ERR) and is ready for public viewing on the 
Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) website at www.nmhcgov.net or www.cnmi-cdbgdr.com; 
or you may visit the on file at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan, Saipan or NMHC CDBG-DR Office in 
Beach Road Chalan Laulau, Saipanamined during regular work hours, Monday through Friday except CNMI 
Holidays, from 7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Any individual, group or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the project 
may submit written comments to the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation. You may submit comments 
from the following options: Via mail to P.O. Box 500514, Saipan, MP 96950; Direct delivery to the central 
office in Garapan, Saipan or drop-box located in front of the building; and Via email at nmhc@nmhc.gov.mp.  
All comments received by March 24, 2022, 4:00 p.m., will be considered by the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of 
funds. Commentors should specify which part of this Notice they are addressing.  

 
RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
The Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands certifies to the U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Washington D.C. that the Government of the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands and Governor Ralph DLG. Torres consent to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review 
process, and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), Washington D.C. acceptance of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and related laws and authorities, and allows the Government of 
the Northern Mariana Islands to use Program Funds. 
 
 

OBJECTION TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 

The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Washington D.C. will accept objections 
to its release of funds and the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands certification for a period of fifteen 
days following anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if it 
is on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the 
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands; (b) the Government of the Northern Mariana Islands has 
omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant recipient has incurred cost not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of the release of funds by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be 
prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures of 24 CFR Part 58 and shall be addressed 
to Ms. Tennille Smith Parker, DRSI Division Director, HUD, via email at Tennille.S.Parker@hud.gov ; Tel: 
(202)402-4649. Potential objectors should contact the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
to verify the actual last day of the objection period. 
 
 
 
/s/ 
Ralph DLG Torres 
Governor, CNMI 
 

http://www.nmhcgov.net/
http://www.cnmi-cdbgdr.com/
mailto:nmhc@nmhc.gov.mp
mailto:Tennille.S.Parker@hud.gov
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Washington, DC  20410 
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Environmental Assessment 
Determinations and Compliance Findings for HUD-assisted Projects 

24 CFR Part 58 
 
 

Project Information 
 
Project Name: PSS Marianas High School Career and Technical Education Center Project 
 
Responsible Entity: Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) 
 
Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):  
 
State/Local Identifier: 854856277 
 
Preparer: Wilfred C. Villagomez, Project Supervisor 
 
Certifying Officer Name and Title:  Jesse S. Palacios, Corporate Director 
     
Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity): 
 
Consultant (if applicable): None 
 
Direct Comments to: Northern Marianas Housing Corporation, P.O. Box 500514, Saipan, MP 
96950; Email: nmhc@nmhc.gov.mp; Fax: (670)234-9021 
 
Project Location:  
Lot 39 H 01, Susupe Village, Saipan, MP 96950 
 
Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:  
The Public School System (PSS) Marianas High School (MHS) Career and Technical Education 
Center (CTE) construction of a new building. 
 
The MHS CTE was damaged by Super Typhoon Yutu around October 2018.  The MHS CTE 
Building was assessed and evaluated by FEMA representatives and found that the extent of the 
damage for repair cost exceeded beyond 87.5% of the building replacement.  Instead of partial 
repairs of the building, it was determined it is more beneficial to the CNMI to construct a new 
building. 
 
This project is about 50,000 square feet two-story concrete building. This will house the 
following programs: The hospitality and tourism training; Automotive technology workshop; 

mailto:nmhc@nmhc.gov.mp


 

Computer and server supporting information technology; Cosmetology classroom and mock-up 
salon and laboratory space; Health science and nursing space with clinic; Dressing room and 
storage; Music room for performing arts; and Commercial teaching kitchen for culinary arts. 
 
Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:  
The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) recognizes the requirements provided 
under 83FR 40314 but firmly believes that the eligible activities under CDBG-DR Infrastructure 
Program are permissible and thereby asserts the PSS MHS CTE is an essential component that 
trains over 600 students annually for careers and skills needed in the CNMI economy.  The need 
to fill the technical labor workforce in the CNMI begins with the training of skills and 
knowledge needed for employment.  This project ensures the future of CNMI workforce 
consistency and enhancement of individual contribution to the island labor pool. 
 
Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]: 
The project is needed to continue the training and skills needed to ensure a constant need for skill 
workers in the CNMI.  The conditions that exist now is hampering the future development of 
individuals skills with no training for needed skills.  Once this career center is operational, we 
will begin to invest in the CNMI’s with less dependence on outside skill laborers. 
 
Funding Information 
 

Grant Number HUD Program  Funding Amount  
B-19-DV-69-0001 & 
B-19-DV-69-0002 

Community Development 
Block Grant- Disaster 
Recovery (CDBG-DR) 

$6,000,000.00 

   
 
Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: Approximately $ 6,000,000.00 
 
 
Estimated Total Project Cost (HUD and non-HUD funds) [24 CFR 58.32(d)]:  
 
NMHC CDBG-DR      $   6,000,000.00 
Economic Development Administration (EDA)  $   6,000,000.00 
____________________________________________________________ 
Total Cost of the Project:     $ 12,000,000.00 
 

Compliance with 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, and 58.6 Laws and Authorities 
Record below the compliance or conformance determinations for each statute, executive order, or 
regulation.  Provide credible, traceable, and supportive source documentation for each authority. Where 
applicable, complete the necessary reviews or consultations and obtain or note applicable permits of  
 


















































































































































































































































































































































